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When it comes to electric utilities, it’s not uncommon 
for electric cooperatives to help each other in times of 
crisis. In fact, “Cooperation among Cooperatives” is one 
of the basic tenets under which all cooperative business 
operates. Sac Osage Electric Cooperative was quick to 
act when assistance was requested after Hurricane Isaac 
slammed into Louisiana. Four linemen, John Julian, Brian 
Fugate, Randy Fletcher and Ronnie Simmons, and two 
trucks from Sac Osage Electric’s office rolled out on Thurs-
day, August 30th and headed to the Gulf Coast to the 
rural area east of Baton Rouge, Louisiana to assist Dixie 
Electric Membership Corporation (DEMCO) in the res-
toration efforts.  DEMCO sustained extensive damage as 
Hurricane Isaac swept ashore in southwest Louisiana as it 
devastated those systems in its path, snapping poles and 

leaving power lines on the ground. DECMO is the largest 
electric cooperative in Louisiana in terms of number of 
meters and currently serves 100,000 members.

Sac Osage Electric is proud of the crew for their willing-
ness to help out with the recovery. We are grateful to 
these employees who were willing to travel away from 
home and help those in need.

SAC OSAGE ELECTRIC CREW HELPS RESTORE 
POWER FOR HURRICANE ISAAC VICTIMS IN LOUISIANA

from le   to right – John Julian, Working Foreman, Brian Fugate, 
Journeyman Lineman Randy Fletcher, Journeyman Lineman and 
Ronnie Simmons, Journeyman Lineman
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If the chickens are 
snug in their coop 
during a rainstorm, 
the rain will soon be 
over.  

If October brings 
heavy frosts and 
winds, then will Jan-
uary and February be 
mild. 

When squirrels bury 
nuts early, it will be a 
hard winter. 

If the hare wears a 
thick coat in October, 
lay in a good store of 
fuel. 

As the weather in 
October, so it will be 
the next March. 

When snow falls in 
the mud, it remains 
all winter. 

A pitcher of relief

Where the proof is

Linking up

#
Recipe for

Candy Apples

For recipes, gardening tips and weather forecasts, visit:
www.almanac.com

www.almanac.com
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You’ve probably heard the 
saying, “There’s power in 
numbers.” I have to agree. 
Cooperation is a key word 
for electric cooperatives, 
and a concept vital to our 
form of business. 

Consumer-owned co-
ops like Sac Osage Electric 
Cooperative operate under 
seven key guidelines, in-
cluding the Sixth Coopera-
tive Principle, “Cooperation 
Among Cooperatives.” In 
short, electric cooperatives 
serve their members best 
while strengthening the 
overall co-op movement by 
working together.

At the most basic level, 
electric cooperatives sup-
port one another in times 
of crisis. If a storm or other 
disaster hits one of our 
sister cooperatives, we of-
fer whatever help we can 
to ensure that service gets 
restored as quickly as pos-
sible.   When Hurrican 
Issac hit the Gulf coast last 
month, we sent two trucks 
and four linemen to the 
rural area east of Baton 
Rouge, Louisanna to work 
with hundreds of other 
cooperative crews to repair 

service for the cooperative 
members in that area.  We 
appreciate John Julian, 
Foreman, and his crew of 
Brian Fugate, Randy Fletch-
er, and Ronnie Simmons 
making the journey south 
to work in extremely un-
favorable conditions.  We 
know that If we need help, 
our electric co-op “family” 
will be there for us.

When it comes to lo-
cal and statewide issues, 
electric co-ops in Missouri 
combine forces through 
the Association of Missouri 
Electric Cooperatives, our 
statewide association, in 
Jefferson City.  The results 
show that when small or-
ganizations such as electric 
co-ops use the power of ag-
gregation, we grow in clout, 
efficiency, and economy. 
By working together, good 
things happen.

The power of numbers 
gives us a louder voice at 
the state capitol when leg-
islators make decisions that 
affect us. We share train-
ing resources and exper-
tise. We also save money 
through AMEC as we utilize 
their services in testing our 

trucks and equipment an-
nually in order to keep our 
linemen safe when working 
on our lines.  By working 
through AMEC we lower 
printing and production 
costs of this publication 
through economies of scale.  

Nationally, we collaborate 
with other electric co-ops 
through the National Ru-
ral Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), the 
Arlington, Va.-based na-
tional service organization 
representing more than 900 
consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives, 
public power districts, and 
public utility districts in 
the United States. NRECA 
presents a unified consumer 
voice, particularly through 
the Our Energy, Our Fu-
ture campaign, a grassroots 
movement among electric 
co-ops and their members 
urging lawmakers to cre-
ate legislation that’s in 
the best interest of elec-
tric co-ops. Not only does 
the organization have the 
ears of Washington, D.C., 
decision-makers, it also 
represents cooperative in-
terests before federal regula-

tory bodies. And through 
NRECA’s Cooperative Re-
search Network, we receive 
information about new 
technologies that can help 
us control costs, improve 
productivity, and deliver 
superior service to you.

Even if we were in this 
alone, Sac Osage Electric 
Cooperative would still 
provide you with the very 
best service at the lowest 
price possible. But when we 
pool our resources—work 
cooperatively—we offer you 
better value. In addition, 
by adding our voice  with 
other cooperatives, our 
message gets heard loud 
and clear by legislators. 
And   that’s the cooperative 
difference.  We continue to 
thank our membership for 
the patronage and support 
throughout the years. 

     

     
Manager’s Column —
COOPERATIVE STRENGTH THROUGH COOPERATION

Tom Killebrew
Manager
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